
 

 

President’s Message 

President’s message...Thank you! 
By Stu Sipma, NHPA President 
 

The Council would like to welcome Wayne Callicoate to the NHPA Executive Coun-
cil. The Council would also like to thank Rob Hagman for his service on the Execu-
tive Council and the many years he served as our NHPA I.T. Director. Rob decided 
not to run another term however still plans on helping with our I.T. team.   
 

Wayne has been assigned the duties of I.T. Director, these duties include maintaining/
setting up the W.T. computers, video cameras, and running the W.T. stat room along 
with the W.T. warm up tournament. Wayne will still maintain his duties as our NHPA Natstats Director until 
the end of the year. It is our intentions that the E-Shoe Program will take over these duties so a Natstats Di-
rector will not be needed. Wayne will also be assigned to the E-Shoe Committee working with Kurt Whaley, 
Dave Sidles, and Jim Kinney Jr.  Wayne will be handling the duties of NHPA Webmaster.  
 

It is with great sadness we lost one of our NHPA team members Steve Summerlin August 27th, 2020. Steve 
was our NHPA Webmaster in charge of maintaining our NHPA website for many years.  On behalf of the 
NHPA Council, we wish Paula and all their family our deepest sympathy.  
 

The Council would also like to mention the loss of our 7-time World Tournament Women’s Champion Sue 
Snyder. Sue died on August 19th.  The NHPA Council wishes Rick & Stacey our deepest sympathy. Sue was 
a true champion and an icon to the sport of horseshoes. For more information, please see the write-up in this 
issue of Newsline. 
 

The 2021 World Tournament is scheduled for July 19th -31st, 2021 in Winnemucca NV. The NHPA trailer has 
arrived and Kim Peterson and his team are already working on the details for this tournament. For more infor-
mation on the city of Winnemucca and the world tournament do not forget to watch the video on the front 
page of our NHPA website.  
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President’s Message continued… 

 

The Council realizes how all this must affect you regarding Covid-19 and not be able to pitch your sanc-
tion leagues and tournaments. Please remember, “We’re all in this together”. We will get through this 
and be stronger than ever.  
 

The Council encourages all of you to take advantage of the Horseshoe Pitching On-Line (HPO) tourna-
ments to get your events in for next year. 
 

With this being Labor Day weekend, the NHPA Council wishes all the Charters the best of luck in host-
ing their State Tournament. We all know that some States reported that they will not be able to host their 
state. However, for the Charters who are hosting, please make sure all precautions have been put in 
place for Covid-19 and social distancing. 
 

On July 18th, 2020 at our online “Zoom” Delegate Meeting. I announced to the delegates that I have de-
cided not to run for another term as your President. There is no reason other than I feel it is time for a 
change. It has been one of the best experiences in my life performing theses duties. I know there are 
many members out there who can do this job so please give it some thought and start getting your re-
sume ready to apply for this position. 
 

In conclusion, with our declining membership and Charters struggling to maintain their Charter status, 
the Council is asking every one of you to do your part and sign up one new member next year. Make a 
vow to yourself to continue to grow our great sport. I know we can turn this trend around. 
 

Charter leadership-The Council also needs for all of you to look at what you can do to grow this sport in 
your area. Feel free to call me anytime, however, I do need for you folks to make sure you have an 
“Active” Promotional Director and work with Laurie Lampkin on getting membership packages out to 
these new members. We can longer sit back and wait for people to come to us, each Charter needs to 
have a plan on reaching out to various organizations, schools, parks districts, non-sanction bar leagues, 
etc. to get the word out. 
 

Thank You.   
 

Stu 
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1st VP Message 

Rule Changes 
By Brian Poole 1st Vice President 
 

To start off, I hope everyone is coping with COVID and staying safe and healthy 
wherever you are.  Please take the precautions you need to when going out and 
doing your job, on vacation, or pitching some shoes. 
 

We did have two Rule Changes that passed in the Delegate meeting held in July.  I 
would like to briefly explain them to you. 
 

The first rule change was adding the separate Classes for Boys and Girls Cadets if 
the Charters had enough participation for separate classes.  If they don’t, then the charters can still mix and 
have just one Cadet Champion and mix Boys and Girls together. 
 

The second rule change was changing the wording to allow mix classes in State Tournaments if you had 
fewer than 4 in a class you could be mixed with another class.  There was an amendment that specifies that 
you can't mix distances when mixing classes.   This will give smaller charters this option when running 
their State Tournaments. 
 

If you have any questions about those rule changes give me a call.   
 

If you have a new rule change proposal, you need to submit it to me by September 30, 2020.  Contact me 
If you want any help in the submission. 
 

See you on the courts! 
 

 

Do you have friends looking for a place to pitch horseshoes? Check out the map on the front page of 
horseshoepitching.com and click on the state to find the state horseshoe pitching association. 
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2nd VP Message 

638 New Members in 2020—Get a Welcome Bag 

By Laurie Lampkin 2nd Vice President, Publicity & Promotion Director 
 

Several charters have worked on increasing their membership for 2020. This year, our circum-
stances are not as they normally are for pitching and competing. As of August, the NHPA ac-
quired 638 new members. I would like to recognize and “Welcome” these new members to the 
NHPA through August 2020.  If any of these charters would like for their new members to re-
ceive a new membership bag and T-shirt, the charter secretaries can e-mail me your current 
list along with the NHPA card # and First and Last Name, color and size of T-shirt  (Navy Blue, 
White, Grey, Safety Yellow, Golden Yellow, Pink, Purple, Orange).  Sizes are S-3X. If you 
need a larger size than a 3X these will need to be ordered in advance. No youth sizes are 
available. Remember, they must complete a minimum of two events by the end of the calen-
dar year. These events can be a tournament, league, etc. Congrats to everyone and 
“Welcome” to the NHPA. Happy Pitching!  

...Continued on Page 5 
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2nd VP Message—New members continued... 
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2nd VP Message—New Members continued... 
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2nd VP Message—New Members continued... 
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2nd VP Message—New Members continued... 
 

 

...Continued on Page 9 



 

 

Page 9 

2nd VP Message—New Members continued... 
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2nd VP Message—New Members continued... 
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2nd VP Message—New Members continued... 
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NHPA Trading Cards 
Laurie Lampkin, 2nd VP Publicity & Promotion Director 

 

Over the years, the NHPA has been asked by its members to create trading cards.  At one time, 

there were trading cards with various NHPA pitchers, but I am not sure what happened to that project or 

who created those cards. I have never seen them, but I have been told they do exist.  If you were ever 

fortunate enough to have those cards, you may want to hang on to them.  

 

Generally, trading cards feature such information as a person’s stats and playing record. In our 

younger days, if you were a collector or wanting to trade cards and looking to get your hands on a spe-

cific player, you would buy several packs of cards to try to find that “special” one in a pack. The excite-

ment and the thrill of finding that hard to get card in a pack was all worth going to the store and spend-

ing your allowance to get it.  

 

Card trading and collecting have almost become extinct in a digital world. As a kid growing up 

in my dad’s grocery store back in the 60’s, I collected baseball cards as most kids did back in the day. I 

was lucky enough to open a pack of cards one day and acquired a Topps 1968 Johnny Bench Rookie 

Card #247, I was so excited, and my father took the card immediately from me and put it away in a 

safety deposit box in the bank and I never saw it again until I got older.  As years went past, I kept col-

lecting and then I passed along my collection to my son. As the years have past, I had forgotten about 

the fun and the days I had spent opening packs at my father’s store and the thrill of the hunt for that one 

special card to finish out a set. 

 

Currently, The NHPA Council along with Stan Griggs have been working on the details of cre-

ating these trading cards.  We have been working on this project for a couple of months via “Zoom 

Meetings”, hashing out the information that will be on the cards, and then determining a timeline for 

production, printing and taking orders.  
 

...Continued on Page 13 
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Trading Cards continued… 

 

We hope these cards will be something that everyone of all ages can enjoy, collect, trade, and hang on 
to as a treasure to pass along to other generations and to keep our sport of Horseshoes thriving.   
 

Here are the details of how we are launching the cards.  
 

TIMELINE OF RELEASE:  Our anticipated date of “Release” will be around November 15, 2020.  
Here is a breakdown of what the first release sets will consist of in the beginning. These cards will be 
professionally printed on card stock like baseball cards.  

 

• Cards will be 3.5 x 2.5 standard sports card size. (See the sample above). 

• There will be a total of 4 sets. Each set will consist of 12 cards.  

• The first run will only have 100 total sets. 

• Each set will cost $20.00 + tax + shipping. You can purchase 1 set or all 4 sets or as many as you 

• wish, there is no limit to what you can purchase. In the future, we may offer special purchase prices.  

 

The first Four sets will be 1st Edition Sets: 

• World Champion Men Set – 1st Edition 

• World Champion Women Set – 1st Edition 

• Contenders Set – 1st Edition 

• Vintage Era Set – 1st Edition – (Black & White) 

 

(NOTE: After the first 100 sets have been sold, the cards will not have this “1st Edition” wording on 
them moving forward).  
 

These Sets just got "Turbo-Charged" as you now will have a 1:20 Odds of pulling an actual auto-
graphed card of World Champion Alan Francis or 10-Time World Champion Vicki Winston. These 
autographed cards will be randomly inserted into the 12 card sets. These will be rare and are called 
“Chase Cards”. May the odds be ever in your favor… 

 

As time goes by, we will stir things up a bit and offer various groups of pitchers with “Special” mark-
ings, limited editions, rookie cards, or specific information that will make them more collectible, mixed 
in a pack. Please know that we will eventually have cards for all divisions and groups. This will take 
time to get all groups created and printed and as we create a new set, we will make the announcement 
prior to their release so that everyone can be prepared to purchase.  
 

We will begin to take advance orders on September 14, 2020 on the NHPA website only using PayPal.  
There will be a specific location on the NHPA website for you to go and view the sets and make your 
purchase.  This will work in the same way that you pay online for your World Tournament entry fees.  
These trading cards make great birthday gifts, stocking stuffers, and collectibles.  We hope that no one 
will put them in their spokes on their bicycles to hear that special sound as we did when we were kids 

and not realizing what we had in our possession �.    
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Sponsorship Opportunities 
By Laurie Lampkin  
(If Interested in any of these, please contact Laurie Lampkin or mail payments and artwork to Jim Kinney) 
 

Bronze Level $2,500 (annually) 
Sponsorship at this level will entitle your company to: 
·       One 2’ x 3’ banner prominently displayed on the event site throughout the competition. 
·       Your name listed on posters displayed at charter events throughout the country, along with other 

bronze  
 level sponsors. 
·       Footer banner ad in two issues of the NHPA’s NEWSLINE e-newsletter. 
·       A quarter-page ad in the event program for the World Tournament. 
·       Your logo on the NHPA website (www.horseshoepitching.com) through the completion of the event. 
 Silver Level $5,000 (annually) 
·       Sponsorship at this level will entitle your company to two 3’x5’ banners prominently displayed on the 

event site throughout the competition. 
·       Your name listed on posters displayed at charter events throughout the country, along with other silver 

level sponsors. 
·       Large right column ad in two issues of the NHPA’s NEWSLINE e-newsletter. 
·       A half-page ad in the event program. 
·       Your logo, linking to your website, on the NHPA website through the completion of the event. 
 Gold Level $7,500 (annually) 
·       Sponsorship at this level will entitle your company to four 3’ x 5’ banners prominently displayed at  
 several locations on the event site. 
·       Your name listed on posters displayed at charter events throughout the country, along with other gold  
 level sponsors. 
·       Large right column ad in two issues of the NHPA’s NEWSLINE e-newsletter. 
·       A full-page ad in the event program. 
·       Your logo, linking to your website, on the NHPA website through the completion of the event. 
  Platinum Level $30,000 (3-year agreement) 
·       Only ONE Platinum sponsorship will be entered into per vendor. 
·       Sponsorship at this level will entitle your company/brand to naming privileges of the event, such as 

“Your brand presents the NHPA World Horseshoe Pitching Championships”, 
·       The event will be called such in all press releases, NHPA and charter websites and news coverage. 
·       Your brand name or logo will be included on all commemorative merchandise made available for the 

event, including trophies. 
·       Your brand/logo will appear on the front cover of the event program. 
·       Full-page ad in the event program. 
·       Brand prominently displayed as 4’x 6’ fence panels throughout venue. 
·       Posters will be displayed at events throughout the country prior to the competition each year. 
·       Headlining ad in two issues of the NHPA’s NEWSLINE e-newsletter. 
·       Listings in the newsletters and on websites of NHPA charters. 
·       Your advertising banner, linking to your website, on the NHPA website for the duration of your  
 sponsorship. 
  Types of Sponsorships/Advertising available during the World Tournament: 
·        Leader Board 

·        Website 

·        Web Cams 
·        Back Drops 
·        Front of Podium 

·        HOF Banquet 
·        Result Sheets 
·        W.T. Fences (Sponsor name on the top, horseshoepitching.com on bottom) 
·        Shirts 
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3rd VP Message 

Sanctioned League Report 
By Jerry Smith, 3rd Vice President, NHPA Historian 

 

 

 

As the year drags on and the coronavirus continues to disrupt many parts of 
our horseshoe pitching world, I want to let everyone know where leagues 
stand.  As the National League Director, it is my responsibility to oversee the 
league program as written in the Redbook.  The Redbook is not covered by the 
NHPA by-laws, so most decisions fall into my lap.  I want to promote league 
play in any way that I can, and it is always my top priority.  I always run major 
changes in the programs by the council and get their input and approval.  The 
events of this year are unprecedented and have affected virtually every one of 
us.  I want to move forward and be fair to league pitchers and fair to the goals of the NHPA. 
 

When the NHPF and the Quail Ridge Horseshoe Club announced that the Wentzville facility would be 
closed until at least January 1st of 2021, the Sanctioned League Championships had to be canceled or 
moved.  Moving the tournament to another facility was certainly an option, but that is not as easy as it 
seems.  The HOF facility is indoors, centrally located, and the Quail Ridge Club is large and essential to 
running the tournament.  I am sure that it could be done, but how safely and how responsibly?  It re-
quires travel from around the country and I personally do not want that and do not feel that I can hon-
estly control the possible spread of the virus.  Another large contributing factor to my decision was the 
limited number of leagues that are being pitched this year and the smaller than usual numbers of pitch-
ers in those leagues that are being pitched.  Getting a competitive tournament together would have been 
a challenge for sure. 
 

The league numbers submitted so far indicate that 2020 will have less than half the normal number of 
leagues.  This fact brings me to two more decisions; first, the lack of a league in 2020 will not affect a 
club’s longevity standings.  The NHPA awards Clubs/Leagues with longevity awards in five-year incre-
ments providing they have at least one league per year.  Leagues unable to hold leagues in 2020 will be 
waived keeping their longevity intact.  Second, I will not award the annual “Top Ten” awards for 2020 
with such a small sampling of leagues.  There are categories of awards that currently do not even have 
any or not enough entries to fill out ten places.  I do not feel that that the “Top Ten” list would be mean-
ingful and worthy.  The cost to produce these awards is substantial and with the NHPA budget in mind, 
I feel it is best to forgo the awards this year.  I will probably just combine the 2020 and 2021 seasons 
into lists covering the two-year period.  That way excellence can still be awarded to those leagues that 
were pitched in 2020.  I feel that would be fair. 
 

I hope that we get back to normal by early next year and the league program can resume its usual pace.  
The league program is an important aspect of the NHPA and an excellent portal for new pitchers.  Let 
us work together to continue the program and continue to encourage new pitchers to get involved.  I al-
so hope that league directors are in touch with pitchers and making plans to get started back with 
leagues ASAP.  Stay safe 

 

Jerry Smith 

NHPA 3rd VP 
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4th VP Message 

Happy to join the NHPA as 4th VP 

By Wayne Callicoatte, 4th Vice President,  
 

Howdy to all, 
 

Want to say that it is a pleasure to be elected to the office of NHPA 
4th Vice President and to be able to work with the other dedicated 
officers of the NHPA. You can call or email me with any question 
that you might have and if I don't have the answer I will try to get 
the answer for you. Listed below are the duties that I have been as-
signed. In addition to continue being the Natstats Director until 
eShoe is up and running completely I will also handle the follow-
ing. 
 

NHPA Webmaster 
Assist Dalton Rakestraw with setting up the layout for the W.T. 
Serve on the E-Shoe Committee with Kurt Whaley, David Sidles, & Jim Kinney Jr. 
 

Duties of NHPA 4th Vice President/Natstats Director/ 
 

• Receive and input tournament results by Charters into Natstats Data Base. 

• Work with the NHPA Sec/Treas to confirm membership reports for accuracy. 

• Work closely with the HS Programmer to make sure the two soft-wares are communicating. 

• Attend the World Horseshoe Pitching Championships 

• Write articles to Newsline pertaining to changes updates related to Natstats. 

• Work with other Countries of providing consistency of documenting membership and tournament 
results into their software similar to what we do with Natstats. 

• Director of the W.T. Stat room.  

• Responsible for working with the Sec/Treas making sure all W.T. entries are correct and accurate.  

• Providing results to the Shift Director for awards. 

• T.D. for the W.T. warm up tournament making sure the electronics are working properly and relia-
ble. 

• May be called upon by the President to assist other Charters in setting up HS Master and HS Scor-
ing. 

• Maintain the reliability of the HOF Building including the scoring for the QRHC. 

• Prepare each year to the President of list of items for discussion and a budget for IT spending for the 
winter meeting. 

• Responsible for all the electronics for the W.T. consisting of the monitoring, computers, modems, 
drop cams, wiring, etc.  
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5th VP Message 

Sanctioned Horseshoe Online Pitching (SHOP) 
By Dalton Rakestraw, 5th Vice President 
 

 

As this issue of Newsline comes out we will not be pondering the new world 
champions, our world championship wins, games lost, great memories of world 
tournament ambiance. We all have to look forward to that next year. Also, I 
purchased a new computer, and this will be my third take at writing this article 
so here we go…again. Ha! I am anxiously waiting for this pandemic to end and 
things to return to “normal.” Whether that be masks, social distancing for 
months to come or whatever. I am hoping to get back out and make the friend-
ships on the courts and see everyone soon! 

As Q3 comes to an end, the RD’s conference call will begin next week. We 
will be discussing 2021, tournament schedules, patch orders, and continuation 
of the COVID mail in waiver, which has been extended until December 31, 
2020. The RD’s have worked hard during this time to please all the TD’s with 
the mail-in tournament’s patch orders and trying to keep up-to-date tournament schedules with them all. If 
you see your charter RD please thank them the next time you see them. It takes a group of dedicated indi-
viduals working together to make these duties work and the team assembled now is one of the best.  

The Horseshoe Tour admin committee has set the final stop of the 2020 tour in Morgan City, Louisiana. 
The dates are set for October 10-11, 2020. The host hotel is the Hampton Inn & Suites. Although, there 
will most likely be some regulations due to coronavirus, we can all pull together and make this event suc-
cessful and enjoy it. For those interested in these events check out their website at thehorseshoetour.com  

There is a new Facebook group that was recently launched for Sanctioned Horseshoe Online Pitching. The 
‘SHOP’ is a Facebook page created to host online tournaments and leagues for sanctioned horseshoe 
pitching. You must have a camera and pitch towards one end, or you can pitch both ways with a camera at 
one end but be pitching with someone to verify scores. It is a neat group with the first inaugural tourna-
ment underway. Here is the current admin team, we are available for questions and to get you started: 

Walter Ray Williams Jr.-FL 

Steven Gibson-N.UT 

Jeremy Smith-NC 

David Lane-N.CA 

Tina Hawkins-OK 

Cecil Bowes-NC 

Deb Scully-CT 

Michael Brown-VT 

Karen Graham-NY 

Sue Laughlin-NY 

Rick Howe-MA 

Tom Moffat-BC,CAN 

Ken Fraser-NY 

Dalton Rakestraw-IL 

 

Come on out to the SHOP and let’s pitch! 
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Sanctioned Horseshoe Online Pitching continued... 
 

 

My busy time of the year, with the upcoming year’s patch order, is beginning. Each year in September I start 
making additions to the patch orders then send out order forms to all the RD’s for their respective charter 
patches. So, my office time will be swamped in the next coming weeks. I try to get things out to my RD’s 
beginning October 1 of each year for the coming year. I am going to try to facelift the patches again for 
2021...seems like the new ones for this year were cursed. Haha! I will be discussing that this coming week 
on the RD conference call.  

I end this article wishing everyone great health. Stay safe during this time. Make wise decisions about going 
places. I know I have taken a job now in San Francisco and I need to think about that advice, but as long as 
you are smart with traveling, all should be well. I wish everyone good luck in their upcoming charter state 
tournaments (for those still having them). See you all soon!  

 

 

       Copied from the July 1962 Newsline edition...see the old editions online at www.horseshoepitching.com 
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From the desk of the NHPA Secretary/Treasurer 

NHPA eShoe to replace Natstats for 2021 

By Jim Kinney Jr., Secretary/Treasurer 
 

We are nearing the end of another year for the National Horseshoe Pitching Associa-
tion.  2020 has been an exceedingly difficult year for many members and their char-
ters due to the Corona Virus mandates.  Our membership numbers for 2020 are down 
from last year.  This has been an ongoing trend for quite a few years.  I know the vi-
rus has been a factor with the numbers. One saving grace for the organization, and 
the sport, is online pitching.  This has grown to be a huge part of our sport.  I feel 
when we get back to a normal way of conducting business this way of pitching will 
be here for the long stay.  Most of the pitchers I have observed have handled the 
changes we have had to make with a professional and patient attitude.  I thank every-
one for this.  We will all get through this together. 
 

The first year of the membership tracking program, eShoe, has been a huge success.  I have been working 
with each charter on updates, invoicing, and other tools thru out the year.  Kurt Whaley, and his team, have 
been working diligently to continue to work on eShoe and the integration with HSMaster.  This fall we will 
ask states to start getting familiar with the Tournament features of eShoe.  Our goal is that all tournaments 
for 2021 will get setup in eShoe in advance of the tournament being held, typically when the state has deter-
mined their schedule for the year.  We expect that this would be done by some combination of the state Re-
gional Director and/or state Statistician.  What ever works best for each Charter.  A schedule for all tourna-
ments in the US will be available for viewing in eShoe with various search options. Any tournaments run 
with HSMaster, will be able to send results directly to eShoe.  The results and resulting averages will be up-
dated immediately!  For tournaments that are not run with HSMaster we will provide manual ways for those 
results to be entered into eShoe.  In all cases the goal is to replace NATSTATs with eShoe as an immediate 
record keeping tool.  This gives us our official NHPA membership and official event participation in the 
same system.  To make this all work together will require a new version of HSMaster be installed on your 
personal computer.  This will also be available this fall.  This is the next phase of eShoe being implemented.  
Until we transition from NATSTATs to eShoe with the results we need everyone to help monitor the way 
the names of the members appear in both eShoe and NATSTATs.  If anyone notices the spelling or display 
of a member’s name in any way different in eShoe then it is displayed in NATSTATs please contact me 
with the correction.  The Tournament directors are the first ones who can help with this by making sure all 
members names are listed as they are in NATSTATs until the transition is made.  I know this makes for ex-
tra work, but it is just temporary.  I would like everyone to know that Kurt Whaley, Dave Sidles, and myself 
have been working together to make this transition to the eShoe program as smooth and easy as possible. 
Everyone will be able to update their membership for 2021 on October 1st, 2020. If you have any questions 
about the program or need any assistance, please contact me. 
 

The NHPA has given the option to either refund the 2020 World Tournament entries or apply the entry to 
the 2021 World Tournament located in Winnemucca, Nevada.   I need anyone who sent an entry fee, who 
has not contacted me with their decision, to contact me as soon as possible.  Please pass this information 
along to everyone.  Most entries have already sent me or called me with their decision, and I thank you.  I 
hope to see all of you at Winnemucca, Nevada in 2021.   Until then keep throwing those shoes wherever 
and whenever you can.  Thank you! 
 

NHPA Secretary/Treasurer 
P.O. Box 205 

Drexel, MO  64742 

(816) 738-0868 

sec.treas@horseshoepitching.com 
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Plan on joining us for the 2021 World Horseshoe Tournament in Winnemucca Nevada! 
(Visit www.winnemuccahorsehoes.com for more information.) 
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NHPA Officers—Contact Information 
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NHPA World Tournament Statistician 

Remembering Stone Mountain, Georgia WT 

By Stan Griggs 
 

The first WT of the new decade headed down south to Stone Mountain, Georgia in 
1990. The tournament was again under cover, but not inside, so weather was not 
supposed to be a problem. The weather was however very interesting as electrical 
storms and rain passed through putting on quite a show, so much so that some of 
the participants dropped out of competition for fear of being electrocuted. The sec-
ond week was crazy with storms that lit up the sky and pushed rain under the cov-
ered area some 100 feet.  
 

The format dropped the Men’s finals to 28 pitchers and the field included seven 
rookies. They were: Glenn Burris, Phil Fleshman, Elbert Shifflett, Tony Hankins, Kevin McLachlin, Len-
wood Conner Sr and Don Peters. The group pitched 149 games at or above 80% led by Walter Ray Wil-
liams Jr. with 25 out of 27 games. Merlin Potts of Kansas would pitch in his last Men’s Championship Class 
and finished in 17th on the All-Time Victory List. This would also be a very special World Tournament for 
Merlin as he was also inducted into the NHPA Hall of Fame with Lucky D. Long, Mayme Francisco and 
Deborah Michaud.  
 

After Day One the following were all still undefeated; Alan Francis, Jim Knisley, Walter Ray Williams Jr., 
Kevin Cone and Art Tyson. Cone opened up the tournament with an outstanding 88.1% game and coasted 
through the other six games. Tyson pitched games of 82.4%, 86.4% and 85.5%. Knisley’s first game was a 
tense 43-35 game but he followed up with six more games above 80% including 86.4%, 86.5% and 87.2%. 
Walter Ray’s low game was 82.4% with a pair of games just over 91%. Francis won a pair of closer games 
while pitching in the 70’s but had three games above 91.4% including a 45-1 triumph over Joe Schultz 
shooting a “one missed ringer” game. Alan made 39 out of 40 for an outstanding 97.5%.  
 

Knisley, Walter Ray and Cone kept zeros in the loss column for the second day in a row. Closely behind 
with just one loss was Francis, Ron Powell and John Kapnis. Walter Ray had the best day with games of 
88.2%, 85.2%, 92.2%, 88.0%, 88.5% and 83.3% before finishing with a 75.7% to end the day. Twenty 
points was the most anyone could score against him this day as he was in a zone.  
 

When the dust settled after day three, Knisley was alone at the top, still undefeated. Both Walter Ray and 
Cone lost for the first time and Tyson stayed close winning all of his games and trailed by only two games.  
 

With six games on Day Four, seven pitchers were mathematically within reach of the Championship; how-
ever, only four had a realistic chance of winning. Tyson was two games out and lost his first three games to 
remove himself from the chase. Cone won his first three games and then promptly lost his last three settling 
in a third place finish. When Knisley lost his first game to Elden Sarbaugh 31-42, Jim and Walter Ray were 
deadlocked. Walter Ray won his first five games as Knisley got back on track by winning his next four. The 
last game between Walter Ray and Knisley was another “winner takes all” affair. Francis won four more 
games to move around Tyson into fourth place.  
 

Jim Knisley won his third Championship with a convincing 43-24 victory over Walter Ray Williams Jr. by 
shooting an 88.2% game. Walter Ray shot 80.3% in a losing effort but had an excellent tournament, out 
pitching Knisley by over three percentage points, but Jim won the game that mattered most.  

...Continued on Page 23 
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Remembering Stone Mountain WT...Continued 

Ted Allen 
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Remembering Stone Mountain WT...Continued 

 

 

 

 

1990 World Champion Jim 
Knisley (right) with runner-
up Walter Ray Williams Jr. 
(left) 
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Remembering Stone Mountain WT...Continued 
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NHPF Director 

Looking for a Volunteer Video Producer 

By Casey Sluys 
 

Most of you are familiar with the statistics program that the NHPA us-
es...correct?  Well Paul Stewart has developed a set of YouTube self-help 
videos that explain in detail how to use this program.  Here is the URL 
for them:  
http://www.nc-horseshoepitching.com/hsmaster-how-to-videos.html 
 

As you watch them, one segment at a time, you will begin to learn this 
valuable program.  My reason for calling your attention to this is that 
why couldn't the NHPA (or one of us) develop instructional videos about 
horseshoe pitching using a similar format?  You would begin with the 
horseshoe and how it developed into a sport, a bit of history, safety as-
pects, types of pitches, various distances, etc., etc.  Each segment should 
be no longer than 4 minutes. (attention span of most people online now-
days).  If longer, the younger generation will skip over it and 
leave.  There are dozens and dozens of videos including instructional vid-
eos available especially on YouTube.  Most are bits and pieces of how to 
build a court, hold a shoe, throw a turn, where to stand and so on.  If we could develop an instructional 
DVD that had all the  how to videos on it, in the same format, we could send this to school physical edu-
cation teachers and coaches.  This should be a free item given to anyone that would like one.  Develop-
ment and production costs could be paid for by the NHPF.  It is part of our purpose to develop education-
al material like this: To develop and disseminate information to the public concerning the game of horse-
shoes as an amateur and recreational sport. To provide instruction and training of individuals for the pur-
pose of improving and developing skills of amateur horseshoe players.  I'm asking you now...is there a 
person among you who will head this project up?  Does anyone know of anyone that would be willing to 
work with us on developing these videos?  Please contact me and let's develop a plan of action. 
 

These online fund raising tournament have been very successful for the NHPF. We sincerely thank the 
tournament directors who have conducted these events, Dalton, Jerry, Tina plus all those of you who par-
ticipated.  You will be able to see how  your contributions can be applied if the above stated program 
comes to fruition. Remember as we get closer to the gift buying season to use AmazonSmile for your 
online purchases.   Don't forget there are still bricks available in the plaza at the Hall of Fame.  https://
nhpf.info/nhpf/donations/brick-plaza/   See our website for other ways you can contribute to our histo-
ry. https://nhpf.info/                    
                     ...Continued on Page 27 
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NHPF continued... 
 

Special Thanks to Our Donors 
We express our sincere thanks to the following who have donated as reported in 

the July/August 2020 issue of Newsline. 
  

Donating $15-$99 

David Spears,  ID 

Rick Bermingham, CA 

  

Donating $100-$300 

Kevin & Karla Brekke, WI 
Luella Cave, MN 

Pearl Platero, NM 

Peggy & Chris Ogden, FL 

Lions Park Horseshoe Club, MO 

Al Ross, OK   

Rich Robbins, CA       

Jean Brown, CA 

 

 

NHPA Rule Review—Rule 2 - GAME PREPARATION  
Section A - Court Assignment Each contestant shall find his or her court assignment and warm up on that court for 
their first game. The court shall be prepared for play in a timely manner so that all games can begin at about the 
same time.  
 

Section B - Pit Preparation and Maintenance Contestants (or designee) are responsible for preparing one of the pits 
of their assigned courts before each game. This preparation includes watering and turning of the clay (if needed), to 
keep it in a soft, putty-like condition. Upon completion, the pit material shall be level with the pitching platforms, 
with no evidence of a “dome” or “pocket” within the scoring area. For raised pits, the pit material should be pre-
pared in the same way as above, except that the pit material shall be level with the side rails, and at a depth of four 
inches (4”), within the scoring area. Once a game has started, clay pit material within the scoring area may not be 
moved or altered without consent of the opponent. Sand or dirt pit material, however, may be re-leveled during the 
game, without consent of the opponent. Any pit material moved for the measurement of a shoe or for the removal 
of a “buried” shoe may be replaced.  
 

Section C - Painting of Stakes To make the stakes more visible for the contestants, they may be painted between 
games (white paint is often used) so that there is a good contrast between the color of the stake and the color of the 
backboard. The painting of stakes shall not be allowed while a game is in progress, unless both contestants are in 
agreement.  
 

Section D - Start of Each Tournament/Class The tournament officials will make an announcement when it is time 
for the tournament/class to begin. The first game should not begin before this announcement. The flip of a shoe(s) 
or coin(s) shall signify the beginning of each game. The winner of the flip will have choice of first or second pitch.  
 

Section E - Court Rotation At the World Tournament, following the end of each game, contestants can practice on 
their current court until all games of that round are completed. At that time contestants shall move to their next as-
signed court and may practice until their next opponent arrives. Then both pits shall be prepared for play (see Sec-
tion B above). When the scorekeeper is ready, the contestants have the option of pitching no more than four (4) 
additional warm-up shoes each, and then the next game must begin immediately. Note: If allowed in state or local 
tournaments, contestants who may choose to start the game of their next round, before all games of the current 
round have been completed, must realize that their game may be interrupted by distractions such as pit preparation 
and/or other nearby movements.  
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Jerry D. Smith, CA 

Treasure Valley Horseshoe Club, ID 

James & Joan Elmore, TN 

Earl Romine, KS 

Walter Ray Williams, FL 

Dineta McIntire, MO  

David Rioux, CT 

 

Donating $900-$1100 

Dalton Rakestraw, IL 

   (Bazaar Tournament) 
  

Donating $2500-$3000 

Emerald (Eugene) Horseshoe Club, OR 



 

 

Debby Michaud—Rules Committee  

Rules Committee Member Spotlight 
 

We appreciate the work of the Rules Committee members and their efforts to 
keep the rules updated over time. This is a spotlight of one of the rules com-
mittee members...Debby Michaud.  Thank you Debby for your work on the 
committee! 
 

 

Spotlight on Debby Michaud (Rules Committee member)  
• Started pitching in 1970, first tournament, lost every game, averaged 6% 

ringers BUT saw the Ladies in Class A and wanted to be there!    Bought a 
pair of horseshoes and started practicing- next tournament 3 weeks later, 
25% ringers.  

• Named to MA HPA Ex. Board in early 70’s as Women’s Rep, then club 
Rep, progressing to State secretary, including State newsletter editor and then State president.    

• In 2019, finished serving as State secretary for second time and continue as newsletter editor.    Also 
served as New England HPA secretary. 

• Had some battles trying to have women recognized as horseshoe pitchers and for women to receive 
the respect they now enjoy - wasn't easy when I started!   Women were definitely second class citi-
zens in horseshoes, on many levels.    Tough - many women quit and it was sad for me to see that.    
We DID break through some barriers. 

• First woman to be named to the MA HPA Hall of Fame – 1978 

• Multiple State Singles titles 
• First woman to be named to the New England HPA Hall of Fame – 1987 

• 14 times New England Women’s Champion 

• Early 1980’s – Co-founder of the Women’s Professional Horseshoe Association, incorporated for the 
purpose of advancing women’s rights in the sport of horseshoes.    Ran some “women-only”, cash 
tournaments, had speakers at the NHPA convention, fought on many fronts for changes and equality 
for women in the sport of horseshoes.   Inactive now after measurable progress! 

• 1984 – After many years of trying, began the Raynham Horseshoe League, sanctioned in 1985, still 
active today in a new area with 16 courts, now named the Loon Pond 
Horseshoe Club.  Have served, and continue to serve, in many capac-
ities for this league. 

• 1985 - Had just switched from the flip to the turn in September of 
1984 and won my second World Tournament.   Had won in 1977 
with a flip - may be the only person to win with two different styles 
of pitching. 

• Assistant to the New England Regional Director, first George St. 
Pierre, and then Leo Michaud, from late 1990’s – 2012 

• New England Regional Director 2012 –present – (six states – but 
now have Assistant in Maine) 

• NHPA 5th VP from 2010-2013 – duties included overseeing Region-
al Directors 

• Enjoy MOST the interaction with clubs and formerly with RD’s 
from all over the country.   Appreciate their work and ongoing dedi-
cation to the sport of horseshoe pitching. 

• Still involved at local and regional level-I think I am the "Mom"!   

Also enjoy coaching or sharing tips for pitching, esp. for those who 

are switching to a turn shoe from a flip. This is my 51st year of 

pitching. 
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In Loving Memory of  

Sue Snyder 
 

October 31, 1946 ~ August 19, 2020 (age 73) 
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 On August 19th, 2020, the sport of horseshoe pitching lost 
one of its greatest champions, Sue Snyder. Sue was a friend to 
many over the years and touched everyone’s life. She was a teach-
er and promoter of the game, but out of all of her accomplishments 
she was known for her sweet and genuine character.  
 There is no question that Sue Snyder was one of the Great-
est to ever pick up a shoe! Her unmistakable follow through and 
“eagle eye” ability, was the key to her success! Yet through all of 
these great moments Sue remained one of the most humble players 
in the game. Sue has captured 7 Women’s World Titles, 3 Ky. 
State Titles and is an 8-time Indiana State Champion. Sue holds the Kentucky rec-
ord for highest State Tournament average at 89.5% and also holds the record for the 
highest state game pitched at 94.1%. Over the years, Sue became used to breaking 
records. At times even breaking her own! In the World Tournament Women’s Divi-
sion she holds the highest ringer percentage of 15 games at 88.3 % , and a one day 
percentage of 91. Throughout her career, she never left one stone unturned. In fact, 
Sue had it all. Leading her to be inducted into not one but four hall of fames. These 
include, the NHPA Hall of Fame, the INHPA Hall of Fame, the KHPA Hall of 
Fame, and the Pro-Tour Hall of Fame 

 Pitching 8 perfect games in her career, she became an idol to many. But 
when she became the best, she also became the one to beat! You’d never know it 
though. With no change in demeanor, Sue's smile still lit up the room no matter 
what just had happened on the court! Most of the time even teaching others how to 
perfect their game. Living a simple life, alongside her husband/coach Rick Synder, 
horseshoes would never be the same!  
 Rick's compassion throughout Sue's journey became his top priority. Travel-
ing around the world, he never once left her side! Game after Game, shoe after 
shoe, the couples passion will always live through. Next time, you hear thunder. 
Just know that’s a ringer from Sue! We know, she is teaching everyone in heaven to 
play! Perfecting their form, pitch after pitch, ringer after ringer. And I’m sure, call-
ing out, ”2 ringer 6 points”. 
 Rick, and the rest of the family! You’re in our 
thoughts and prayers forever! It will be little things that we 
remember—
smiles, laugh-
ter—and alt-
hough it is 
hard right now, 
the memories 
of these things 
will become 
tools to push 
away the pain. 



 

 

 

Steven D. Summerlin—Obituary 

Steven D. Summerlin of Webberville, Michigan was born 
in Indiana on July 21, 1946 and passed away peacefully 
in his home on August 27, 2020.  He left behind his wife 
of 25 years, Paula; many treasured family members and 
cherished friends. He was a carpenter by trade until his 
retirement and then a self-taught website designer.  He 
had designed and maintained the website for the National 
Horseshoe Pitching Association (NHPA) for many years 
as well as many other websites for different clubs and 
state charters. He was an avid horseshoe pitcher and en-
thusiastic promoter of the game. Steve will be missed by 
all who knew him.  A memorial will be planned for a lat-
er date. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to 
the National Horseshoe Pitching Foundation, the American Heart Association or the 
Renucci House in Grand Rapids. 
 

 

 

NHPA Hall of Fame Recipient 
Inducted 2013 

 

Promoter/Organizer: Steve was appointed NHPA Regional Director in 1994 and still 
served in that capacity. He received the Gene & Mary VanSant 
Regional Director of the Year Award in 2007. As the NHPA 
moved into the computer age, Steve became involved on a na-
tional basis (and in Canada) by assisting charters in establish-
ing their websites. He has served as the NHPA Webmaster 
since 1999. In 2000 Steve was honored with the Stokes Me-
morial Award. 
 

It is impossible to list all the various projects and improve-
ments Steve has completed to improve the service provided by 
the NHPA Website. A couple noteworthy are the many hours 
spent scanning the entire 32 years worth of News Digest mag-
azines which are now available for viewing on the NHPA 

Website and providing the daily updates on the website of each year's World Tourna-
ment.  
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Junior Director 

Planning ahead for Junior Activities 2021 

By Dalton Rakestraw 

 

Greetings to all the Youth athletes! I hope each of you are doing well 
and taking the time to try and pitch a few horseshoes while you have the 
chance. I am excited to get things in gear for the 2021 World Tourna-
ment. Kim Peterson with Winnemucca CVA is gathering information to 
make the junior and cadet parties a blast! I am anxious to get out and 
meet everyone soon! There is not much to report on the youth side of 
this article. I hosted the Youth Double-thon mail-in tournament. Con-
grats to all winners in that event. Thank you to The Ohms Family and 
Kevin Lewis for the effort and time in trying to do the Youth Nationals 
in Saint George, UT. Hoping they will be able to get something under-
way in future years.  
 

I have a few questions for parents and youth athletes for this issue of the 
Newsline to help me get an idea of more youth events. If you could 
please email me your responses. My email is: nhpa.5thvp@gmail.com 

 

1. Would you be able to participate in a Youth Hall of Fame Invitation-
al or other Youth Nationals event? (Adult tournament with event) 

2. What types of games or things to do during the Junior/Cadet parties at the world tournaments? 

3. Would you like to see more Youth parties during the world tournament or is it becoming too cliché? 

 

Those three questions may seem insignificant; however, it would help me in planning events in 2021 and 
future years. As this article comes to an end, I would like to request that any Youth athlete that would like 
to be featured in our Newsline magazine please contact me via text, email, or phone call. My information 
is listed in this issue of Newsline. I would like to do more Youth features in our Newsline. If anyone has 
any ideas of youth tournaments or things, they would like to report from the Youth perspective in their 
charter please contact me and we can try to get it in. 
  
I know that the Western Regionals are coming up in November in Saint George, UT, I have attended this 
event once before and plan to attend this year. If any youth would like to come and pitch...come on! I am 
sure that the Western Committee can accommodate all. This event will be a blast and I, for one, am look-
ing forward to it again. Everyone please stay safe and I look forward to meeting you all in Winnemucca 
or sooner! 
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2017 World Tournament Ca-
det/Junior Picture—Make 
your plans to join us in 2021 
in Winnemucca! This is the 
future of our sport!!! 



 

 

Regional Director Spotlight—Ronnie Miller, Georgia 
By Dalton Rakestraw 

 

I was appointed RD for Georgia in 2010. I enjoy helping new clubs get up 
and running. I love trying to educate Tournament Directors on the benefits of 
using HS Master for running tournaments and how much it will help them. 
It’s a great program and makes running tournaments so much easier than do-
ing it on paper. The biggest challenge is getting people more involved than 
just showing up at tournaments and pitching and leaving. Trying to get ideas 
from the pitchers of things they think will grow our association is hard some-
times. People just want to pitch mostly, not get into the details of what it 
takes to have things run smoothly.  
 

I implemented a Tournament of Champions (TOC) tournament each year for 
pitchers that win a class championship that is NHPA sanctioned from any-
where in the country. I got this idea from Hal Griswold RD from Southern 
California and it has been really successful at getting people to come to tour-
naments to try and get qualified for the TOC. Being able to talk 
with other Rd’s especially at the WT is a great tool for sharing 
ideas that work to get more people involved. I worked with 
Howard Hawes from Florida to start a new Ga/Fla Team tour-
nament “kind of a grudge match each year to see who gets to 
keep the traveling trophy for the next year”. This has proved 
very popular with everyone.  
 

Some of my personal valued accomplishments are:  
• I was named Regional Director of the year in 2011 and was 

honored with that award 

 

• I was voted into the Georgia Hall of Fame in 2016 as a 
Pitcher/ Promoter. I think the Promoter part was the best 
honor as it recognized my work as RD 

 

• I won Men’s Class H2 at the WT in 2006 and Class D2 in 
2012 

 

• I’ve won 4 GHPA Class Championships 2004, 2013, 2015, 
and 2019 

 

• Won GHPA State Doubles with Buddy Ayer in 2018 

 

I enjoy being an RD and anyone who is interested in becoming and RD or Asst. RD should contact 
your charter RD and get information.  
 

Hope to meet everyone in Winnemucca.  
Ronnie Miller, Georgia RD 
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Seeking Newsline Articles 
Blaine Scott—NHPA Newsline Editor 
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Add your advertisement to NHPA History! 
By Blaine Scott, NHPA Newsline Editor (Email: newsline@horseshoepitching.com) 
 

Prepayment is required at time of order 
Ads must be scheduled in advance with Blaine Scott, NHPA Newsline Editor 
Artwork must be received by the 15th of the month prior to placement 
Payment should be mailed to National Horseshoe Pitching Association,  
ATTN: Newsline Advertising, P.O. Box 205, 125 Walnut Dr., Drexel, MO 64727 

Artwork should be sent in digital form to newsline@horseshoepitching.com 

In the subject line, please specify your organization and the edition the ad is to be placed in. 

 

Thanks to each of you for your patience and understanding as we all work through this pandemic and the 
impact it has been on each of us. The Newsline is a little behind schedule, but we continue to search for 
articles to publish in each edition. If any of you have items of interest that bring a spotlight on the NHPA 
members or the horseshoe pitching in your areas of the country, please send me a message with your arti-
cle for consideration. We have awesome members all throughout the world and enjoy reading about each 
of them. 
 

We have lost a number of horseshoe pitchers both as a part of the pandemic and due to unrelated health 
issues. Our thoughts and prayers are with each of their families and friends for the losses they have expe-
rienced. During this time of trials and challenges for each of us, we encourage a positive attitude in our 
relationships with others, particularly with family and horseshoe friends. Life is way too short to waste it 
in negativity toward one another. We all look forward to our next opportunities to be together.  


